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SUBJECT: ISRAELI EMBASSY INFORMED OF US POSITION ON 
EGYPTIAN RESOLUTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

1. DEP ASSTSEC ATHERTON CALLED ISRAELI MINISTER SHALEV LATE 
FEB. 1 1 TO INFORM HIM OF INSTRUCTIONS DEPT HAS GIVEN TO 
USUN RE POSITION TO BE TAKEN ON EGYPTIAN RESOLUTION ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. ATHERTON SAID THAT WE HAD MADE 
A MAJOR EFFORT IN NEW YORK TO TURN OFF EGYPTIAN POLEMICS 
IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION BUT OBVIOUSLY WE DID NOT 
SUCCEED. IT IS A BAD RESOLUTION. SIMILAR TO THOSE USG HAS 
VOTED AGAINST IN THE PAST. OUR PARTICULAR AND VERY 
DIFFICULT PROBLEM THIS TIME AROUND, HOWEVER, IS OUR PRESENT 
INTERMEDIARY ROLE IN THE MIDDLE EAST. OUR PROBLEM IN 
DEVELOPING A POSITION WAS COMPOUNDED BY UNHELPFUL STATEMENTS 
BY ISRAELIS OVER THE WEEKEND RE THE GOLAN HEIGHTS. 

2. ATHERTON SAID WE HAD INSTRUCTED OUR DELEGATION TO TRY 
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CAN GET.AND TO VOTE NO ON THREE OF THE MOST OBJECTIONABLE 
PARAGRAPHS. ON THE RESOLUTION AS A WHOLE OUR DELEGATION 
HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO ABSTAIN. ATHERTON SAID HE WANTED 
SHALEV TO KNOW THIS RESOLUTION AT THIS TIME PRESENTED 
US WITH A DIFFICULT PROBLEM WHICH WE HAVE SOLVED IN THIS 
FASHION AFTER VERY CAREFUL STUDY HERE, WITH 
PARTICULAR CONCERN FOR OUR PRESENT ROLE IN THE AREA. 

3. SHALEV SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN WORRIED BY THE US 
POSITION AND THAT HE FAILS TO UNDERSTAND WHAT PURPOSE 

WE SERVE BY ABSTAINING ON THE WHOLE RESOLUTION AND VOTING 
NO ON THREE OF ITS PARAGRAPHS. ATHERTON REPLIED THAT THIS 
POSITION WAS A DIFFICULT DECISION FOR US BUT THAT WE 
WANT TO MAKE OUR POSITION VERY CLEAR AND FEEL THAT OUR 
DECISION IS THE BEST WAY TO DO THIS. SHALEV INTER- 
JECTED THAT HE FEELS THAT IT WOULD BE BEST TO MAKE THE 
U.S. POSITION CLEAR BY VOTING NO AS THE U.S. HAD DONE ON 
PAST, SIMILAR RESOLUTIONS. SHALEV SAID THAT THE U.S. 

VOTE WOULD BE TAKEN VERY BADLY IN ISRAEL AND BE SEEN AS 
A CHANGE FROM PAST EXPRESSIONS OF U.S. POSITIONS ON 
THESE ISSUES. 

4. ATHERTON REITERATED THAT IT WAS INDEED AN UNFORTUNATE 
RESOLUTION AT AN UNFORTUNATE TIME AND THAT WE FELT THAT 
WE HAD TO DEAL WITH IT IN A FASHION TO PRESERVE 

OUR INTERMEDIARY ROLE. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT 
ISRAELIS WOULD BE DISAPPOINTED BUT THAT HE HOPED SHALEV 
WOULD MAKE IT CLEAR IN HIS REPORTING THE REASONS FOR THE 
U.S. POSITION EVEN THOUGH ATHERTON UNDERSTOOD ISRAEL 
WOULD NOT AGREE WITH IT. 
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